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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
FLAX  T Q N R U R A L D 1ST  R I CT  C O UNCI  L 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1915. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Flaxton 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration  my 
Report  for  the  year  1915. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  30,649  acres. 

The  estimated  civil  population  is  7,411. 

BIRTH-RATE. 

The  births  registered  are  156,  70  males  and  86  females; 
2 males  and  3 females  are  illegitimate.  The  birth-rate  is  210; 
in  1914  it  was  21-3.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales,  less 
the  244  towns,  is  20-7. 

DEATH-RATE, 

The  deaths  registered  are  164,  90  males  and  74  females.  Of 
these  15  were  under  1 year  of  age.  The  death-rate  is  221  per 
thousand  of  the  population;  in  1914  it  was  17-7*  Deducting  the 
deaths  in  the  Public  Institutions  and  non-residents,  and  adding 
the  deaths  of  residents  who  have  died  outside  the  District,  we  get 
a rate  of  n-8.  In  1914  it  was  8-8.  The  death-rate  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1915,  less  the  244  towns,  is  14-8. 

The  infantile  mortality  per  1,000  births  registered  is  98;  in 
1914  it  was  48.  For  England  and  Wales  the  rate,  less  the  244 
towns,  is  88. 

The  Zymotic  rate  Is  -4. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1915. 


There  were  88  deaths  as  follows  (these  do  not  include 
deaths  in  the  Public  Institutions  and  non-residents,  but  include 
deaths  of  residents  registered  beyond  the  District)  : — Whooping- 


Cough,  1 ; Diphtheria,  1 ; Influenza,  2 ; Phthisis,  5 ; other 
Tubercular  Diseases,  2;  Cancer,  7;  Rheumatic  Fever,  1;  Heart 
Disease,  15;  Bronchitis,  8;  Pneumonia,  11;  Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Disease,  4;  Congenital  Debility  and  Premature  Birth,  7;  Violent 


Deaths,  2;  other  defined  diseases,  22. 


There  were  76  deaths  in  the  North  Riding  Asylum,  one  of 
which  was  a resident  in  the  District,  and  12  in  the  York  Fever 
Hospital. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1915. 

There  were  36  cases  reported,  against  90  in  1914. 


Scarlet  Fever  (15  cases;  in  1914  we  had  34).  Four 
occurred  in  January  at  Wigginton  and  Haxby,  3 at  New  Ears  wick 
in  October  and  November,  and  the  remainder  were  notified  at 
irregular  intervals  in  different  parts  of  the  District,  viz.  Two 
at  Strensall,  1 at  Skelton  (an  imported  case),  1 at  Wigginton  in 
May,  1 at  Stockton-on-Forest,  1 at  Earswick,  1 in  Stockton 
Lane,  Heworth  (an  imported  case),  and  t at  New  Earswick  in 
February.  Eight  were  under  10  years  of  age,  6 between  18  and 
30,  and  1 aged  54  years;  9 were  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital. 
There  were  1101  deaths.  On  the  whole  the  Fever  was  mild  in 
character. 


Enteric  Fever  (3  cases).  In  1914  we  had  5.  Two  of  the 
three  occurred  at  the  North  Riding  Asylum.  The  third  case  was 
notified  from  a house  at  New  Earswick.  On  our  visit  we  found 
the  sanitary  condition  of  lire  house  satisfactory  and  were  unable 
to  trace  any  history  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Fever.  The  patient 
made  a good  recovery. 

Diphtheria  (6  cases,  against  37  in  1914).  One  proved  fatal. 

I he  first  case  was  reported  on  February  3rd  from  a house  on 


the  Stamford  Bridge  Road,  and  was  that  cf  a child  3 years  cl 
ago.  No  history  was  obtainable.  The  second  was  a child  5 years 
of  age,  at  Flaxton  in  February.  The  third  occurred  at  Osbald- 
wick  in  February,  a man  aged  44  years,  and  the  remaining  three 
were  notified  from  Strensall — -a  boy  aged  5 year's  on  July  26th, 
a woman  45  years  of  age,  reported  on  September  29th,  and  a 
girl  aged  16,  reported  on  December  16th.  In  no  instance  was 
there  any  extension  of  the  disease.  The  fatal  case  was  that  of 
the  boy  at  Strensall ; there  was  no  history  traceable  as  to  the 
origin.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  was  satisfactory, 
excepting  that  some  carelessness  was  observed  in  connection  with 
the  privy  receptacles.  One  case  was  remaned  .to  the  Fever 
Hospital. 

Erysipelas  (5  cases).  Three  at  the  North  Riding  Asylum, 
1 at  Flaxton,  and  1 at  New  Earswick.  All  were  adults. 


Tuberculosis  (5  cases).  These  occurred  at  Haxby,  Strensall,. 
New  Earswick,  Towthorpe,  and  Harton.  The  case  at  Towthorpe 
was  imported.  Three  cases  proved  fatal.  All  were  visited  by 
the  Inspector  and  myself.  Advice  was  given  as  to  precautions, 
etc.,  to  be  observed,  and  any  defects  found  received  attention.. 
The  Inspector  stoves  and  disinfects  when  a fatal  case  occurs. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  (2  cases).  One  at  Flaxton  and 
1 at  Huntington.  The  medical  man  in  attendance  stated  that 
the  case  at  Flaxton  was  very  slight.  The  case  at  Huntington 
occurred  at  a house  where  the  sanitary  conditions  were  very 
unsatisfactory. 


THE  ROUTINE 
UNDER  THE 


TREATMENT  OF  CASES  COMING 
N OT I F I C ATI  ON  O F I N F E CT I O U S 


DISEASES  ACT 


\\  here  advisable  and  possible,  cases  are  removed  to-  the 
N ork  r ever  Hospital  or  the  A comb  Isolation  Hospital.  All 
infected  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  are  removed  to  the  York 
Disinfecting  Station  for  purification.  The  rooms,  etc.,  are  stoved 
with  Formalin  in  the  Alformant  A Apparatus  by  the  Inspector. 
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Swabs  and  other  pathological  materials  are  sent  to  the  Lister 
Institute,  in  Loudon,  for  examination.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free 
to  the  medical  men  in  the  District  requiring  it. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

A number  of  your  villages  are  supplied  from  the  York  City 
Mains,  and  I am  hopeful  that  in  time  the  whole  of  the  District 
w ill  receive  a good  water  supply. 


P 1 1 B I . I C SCAVENGING. 

The  adoption  of  Public  Scavenging  throughout  the  District 
would  be  of  inestimable  value  k>  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 


VILE  AG  E SEWERAGE. 

The  Sewerage  at  the  Whitby  Avenue  Estate  has  been 
connected  with  that  of  the  City.  The  Camp  at  Strensall  has  a 
private  system  of  its  own. 

W A R T I > I E A R R A N G E A I E N T S . 

Your  Inspector  and  1 are  in  close  touch  with  the  Military 
Authorities,  and  any  infectious  cases  in  the  District  are  at  once 
reported  to  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  and  all  infectious  cases 
at  the  Camp  are  reported  to  me.  In  all  sanitary  and  protective 
measures  we  are  in  close  co-operation. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  ETC. 

These  are  regularly  inspected,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
Inspector’s  Report,  they  are  in  an  improved  and  satisfactory 
condition. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  have  been  carried  out.  Inspections 
are  regularly  made,  and  any  defects  attended  to. 
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REARING  AND  FEE Dl NG  1 X FA  NTS. 

1 would  advise  the  Council  tc>  have  distributed,  throughout 
tthe  District,  a pamphlet  on  the  Rearing  and  Feeding  ol  Infants.” 
The  instructions  if  carefully  carried  out  would  help  to  lower  the 
iinl'antile  mortality  rate. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

Your  Inspector  and  1 have  made  a number  of  inspections 
Hinder  this  Act,  and  many  improvements  have  been  carried  out. 
'For  particulars  see  Inspector’s  Report,  Tables,  etc. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ALWYN  R A I M ITS,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I NSPECTOR  OF  N CISANCES’ 


I9T5* 


Mr.  Chairman  and  ( inn llnmen, 


REPORT, 


The  work  of  the  year  has  been  comparatively  light,  with  the 
exception  ol  nuisances  arising  from  the  disposal  of  refuse  and 
waste,  from  Strensall  Camp. 

Public  Scavenging  has  been  adopted  for  the  Parish  of 
Strensall,  and  the  work  is  now  being  carried  out. 


There  has  been  a further  private  extension  of  the  York  Water 
Works  Co.’s  water  in  the  Parish  of.  Osbaldwick,  and  a slight 
extension  in  the  Parish  of  Haxby  to  accommodate  new  property.. 
The  Sewer  on  York  Road,  Haxby,  has  been  extended,  and  the 
sanitary  condition  of  that  locality  improved  thereby. 

The  usual  inspection  of  Cowsheds  has  been  made.  Two* 
modern  Cow  houses  have  been  erected  in  substitution  of  unsatis- 
factory Buildings. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  and  notices  served  during  the 
year,  are  appended  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Report. 


1 am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  WHITE, 


ra  ' '■ 


Inspector  of  Nuisances*. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1915  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Total  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1,566,  at  Census  of  1911 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 


DU  RIND 


THE  YEAR  1915. 


Cases 

Notified  in 
District. 

whole 

Total  Cas-s 
notified  in  each 
Locality. 

5 

Not  i liable 

1 dsense. 

* | 

At  Ai 

;es — Years. 

72  vT 

| 

CL 
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Under  1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

-ft 

G 

+-> 
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: 1 
'T  j 

. 72 

2L  T3 
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4 | 
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N.R.A. 

zs. 

— H 

G 

Diphtheria 
’ (including 
Membranous 
croup) 

6 

1 

2 

i 

1 

1 

4 

; 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

15 

1 

4 

3 

3 

3 

1 

— 

2 

13 

— 

— 

9 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

1 O 

O 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Oph  thalmia 

Neon  atorum 

2 
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| 1 

1 



Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis . . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. . 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

36 

4 

5 

5 

8 

7 

3 

4 

11 

18 

2 

5 
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Isolation  Hospitals: — York  Fever  and  Smallpox  Hospitals,  York  County  Hospital 
(for  Typhoid  and  Tubercular  eases  occasionally),  and  Acomb  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  North  Riding  Asylum  has  its  own  Isolation  Hospital. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1915 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1915- 

a?-' 

NETT  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  UNCER 

ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE, 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

s 

0) 

£ 

rH 

'w 

1—2  Weeks. 

2—3  Week's. 

3 — 4 Weeks. 

Total  under 

1 Month. 

1 — 3 Months. 

3—6  Months. 

6—9  Months. 

W 

+3 

a 

c 

k-H 

03 

rH 

1 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 Year. 

All  Causes. — Certified 

6 

1 

— 

2 

9 

1 

2 

1 

2 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Tuberculous  Diseases 
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— 
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— - 
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- — 

2 

2 

Convulsions  . . 
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— 

— 
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2 

Bronchitis 
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- — - 

• — 

— r 
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— - 
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— 

— 
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Congenital  Malformations. . 

— 

— 

- — • 

— ■ 

— - 
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— 

— - 

— 

1 

Premature  Birth 

5 

- — 

— 

2 

7 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

7 

Totals 

G 

.1 

— ■ 

2 

9 

1 

2 

1 

2 

15 

Nett  Births  in  the  year— Legitimate,  151  ; Illegitimate,  5. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  Legitimate  infants,  15  ; 
Illegitimate  infants,  0, 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulation,  1910.  Article  Y. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes  of 
Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909.  84. 

No.  of  Dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation.  4. 

No.  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view 
to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders.  4. 

No.  of  Houses  voluntarily  closed  by  owners.  1. 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  : — Yards,  drains, 
privies,  ashpits,  defective  spouting  and  ventilation. 

Rents  of  cottages  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation  : — About  ^5 
per  year. 

The  nature  of  accommodation  required  in  the  cottages  : — No 
serious  shortage.  All  are  readily  let,  and  more  probably 
would  let  at  moderate  rents. 

\ny  other  information  and  particulars  of  the  work  of  Inspection 
under  Section  17  : — Owing  k>  over-employment  of  Tradesmen, 
a considerable  portion  of  work  put  in  hand  has  had  to  stand 


over. 
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SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1915. 
Dwelling-houses  inspected.  108. 

Dwelling-house  notices  served  (other  than  under  Town  Planning 
Act).  45. 

New  Houses  built.  32. 

Have  Building  Bye-laws  been  adopted?  Yes. 

Date  of  confirmation.  8th  October,  1905. 

Dwelling-houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  ordinary  Infectious 
diseases.  22. 

Dwelling-houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  Phthisis.  3. 
Dwelling-houses  found  overcrowded.  2. 

Dwelling-house  yards  paved.  18. 

No.  of  defective  privies  and  ashpits  inspected.  5. 

No.  of  defective  privies  and  ashpits  remedied.  5. 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s.  2. 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets.  it. 

No.  of  House  drains  inspected.  15. 

No.  of  House  drains  remedied.  35. 

No.  of  drains  trapped  or  disconnected.  1. 

No.  of  drains  relaid.  1. 

No.  of  new  drains  laid.  J. 

No.  of  cesspools  inspected.  2. 

No.  of  cesspools  removed.  2. 

New  cesspools  made,  1 . 

Nuisances  from  animals  found.  5. 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated.  5. 
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Offensive  Trades  inspected.  3. 

Water  Supplies — 

Houses  newly  supplied  from  water  mains. 

New  bore  wells  made.  1. 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  examination.  3. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

Have  Regulations  been  adopted?  Yes. 

Date  of  adoption.  6th  January,  1900. 

No.  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  on  register.  58. 
No.  of  cows.  753. 

Visits  to  Cowsheds.  85. 

Defects  found.  2 drains. 

Defects  remedied.  2. 

Slaughter-houses — 

No.  on  register.  Not  registered. 

Visits  to.  7. 

Canal  Boats  inspected.  1. 


C n 


